
Dear Church Family: 

At the request of Bishop Paul Leeland of the Western North Carolina Conference of the UMC, we are suspending 
Sunday School and in-person worship for the next two Sundays (March 15 and 22). We do not take this step 
lightly but we do want to do our part in controlling the spread of the Virus by practicing social distancing. John Wes-
ley had 3 simple rules for a people called Methodist: Stay in love with God, Do Good, and Do No Harm. It is our in-
tention to practice all three of these rules in response to this global emergency.  

Because the virus is proving most dangerous for the elderly and those with underlying health issues, we intend to 
"Do Good" by considering their vulnerability to this virus and the best way we can "Do No Harm" is to try to prevent 
the spread of the virus. We understand that in most cases the virus will not be a danger but with a hospital system 
that only offers eight ICU beds, you can understand the need to not overwhelm the system with too many critical 
patients at one time. If we stay away from large events and minimize the spread we will not have huge numbers 
sick at one time and everyone has a chance for treatment.   

With your patience and understanding, here is our plan... 

1. We will Live Stream worship on the church Facebook page at 11 a.m. each Sunday morning to be led by 
Jim Brooks and me. For those who do not have Facebook we are attempting to find a way to share the service 
in another format, so bear with us.   

2. We will cancel Wednesday night activities for March 18 which includes Youth, JAM, Bible Study, Handbells and 
Choir and reassess by March 22 on the following week.  The Tuesday Keenagers and handbell groups will also 
cancel for Tuesday, March 17. 

3. This Sunday’s Administrative Council meeting and our Church Conference scheduled for March 22 are post-
poned until further notice. 

4. We recognize that our faithful stewardship is still important, even when we do not gather. Your faithful gifts of 
God's tithes and offering can be sent to WUMC PO Box 197, Wilkesboro NC 28697 or to give electronically: 
click here. 

5. The Jubi-Lent Lenten Bible Study luncheons hosted by First Baptist Church are cancelled until further notice. 

6. The church office will remain open, however, we ask that you limit personal visits if possible and make phone 
calls instead. 

7. We will do our best to keep you updated via Facebook, Email and Phone Tree but if you have questions or con-
cerns please call the church office (336)818-0552 or Pastor Karen's cell (336) 293-3697. 

8. At this time we will leave it up to other small groups not listed above to decide their own cancelations - we simp-
ly ask that you use discretion if you are planning a gathering of over 50 people. 

What can you do?? 

 Pray: we need to lift our world in prayer that beyond healing and health, we remember to be compas-
sionate and loving to the vulnerable among us. 

 Don't panic: There is no reason to hoard supplies or let anxiety rise. We want caution, not anxiety. Pur-
chase just enough of what you might need for 2 weeks of quarantine.  

 IF YOU ARE SICK please stay home. If you have been traveling in areas with confirmed cases of the vi-
rus, please self-isolate for 2 weeks (we know some of you who have done this so "thank you"). 

 Limit your exposure: avoid crowds; avoid touching your face; wash your hands often with soap and 
water (this is far more effective than hand sanitizer); avoid touching others; keep a distance of at least 3 feet 
between you and another person (6 feet if they are ill). 

 Remain compassionate: find ways to make sure that even as we distance ourselves physically, we do 
not have to distance ourselves completely. Pick up the phone and call your neighbors. Stay connected on social 
media, looks for ways to be engaged with those who might feel lonely and/or afraid.  

I understand this is an unsettling time but our faith calls for us to trust in the Lord with all things. God calls us to fol-
low body, mind, and soul so may our souls trust in God, may our minds lead us to informed and prudent decision 
making, and may our body's be whole and healthy.  

Blessings and peace to you all, 

Pastor Karen Letter from Our Pastor 3/13/20 
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